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ON OVERSTRAINED CIVILITY. 


POLITENESS and hospitality, 
though in themselves most amiable vir- 
tues, require a considerable portion of 
good sense and knowledge of the world 
to govern the exercise of them; other- 
wise, even attended with the greatest 
sincerity, they frequently distress the 
parties on whom they are employed, 
more than the most violent attacks of 
malevolence; and what makes these | 
sufferings the more intolerable is, that 
should the sufferers complain, they are 
lable to be taxed, by superficial reason- 
ersy with ingratitude. ‘The truth of 
this assertion I most distressfully ex- 
perienced in a late excursion to draw 
some ancient ruins, in which my time 
was limited to three days. Unluckily 
some friends who knew my errand, pre- 
vailed on me to take letters of recom- 
mendation to different gentlemen re- 
siding near the subjects of my investi- 
gation. 

The first object of my enquiry was a 
ruined abbey, which belonged to a gen- 
tleman who resided near it, and to 
whom I hadaletter. As I was inform- 
ed he was a man of taste, and a lover 
of the arts, I therefore promised myself 
great pleasure from his company, and 
contrived to reach his house the even- 
ing of my setting out. This I accom- 
plished with much fatigue, intending to 
nse early the next morning to make the 
Proposed drawing. On my arrival, I 
found him at tea with his family, in a 
cheerful parlour, enlivened by a good 
ire, which, it being autumn, and the day 
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rather cool, was far from being disa- 
greeable. On producing my letter, I 
was received with the greatest cordial- 
ity, and the tea-table ordered to be re- 
moved to the best parlour. ‘This, as 
the carpet and chairs were to be unco- 
vered, the silver urn heated, and the fire 
lighted, took up a considerable time, 
which was farther prolonged by the 
smoking of the chimney, so that it was 
impossible to endure the room for near 
an hour after.it was ready. When the 
smoke had subsided, and the room was 
reported habitable, another delay took 
place, occasioned by the absence of the 
lady and her eldest daughter, they hav- 
ing slipped away, to make themselves 
(as they expressed it) fit to be seen, 
All these matters combined in throwing 
back the supper till half an hour after 
ten o'clock. It was in vain for me to 


i declare I never ate suppers, that the 


lightest meal prevented my sleeping the 
whole night : a most sumptuous supper 
was provided, and by dint of importu- 
nity I was forced to load my stomach 
with a variety of meats. This, witha 
cold caught by the dampness of the par- 
lour, or that of the best bed, with which 
I was honoured, prevented me from 
closing my eyes all the night. Indeed 
we did not retire to bed till half an hour 
after two. The servants seized my 
boots, and on my remonstrating against 
it, and mentioning my going out early 
in the morning, the lady of the house 
declared she could not think of suffer- 
ing me to go into the air with an 
empty stomach, but that she would 
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take care breakfast should be ready by 
ten o’clock. 

I was up and dressed long before the 
appointed hour, but as the servants had 
not been in bed the greatest part of the 
night, my boots were not for a long 
time forthcoming. At half an hour 
after ten, my landlord made his appear- 
ance, and apologized to me for his la- 
dy, who had overslept herself, but would 
be down in ten minutes. Unluckily, 
the lady was of that age that still (as 
she thought) justified a pretence to ad- 
miration. Dressing was therefore a 
business not to be slightly hurried over; 
and that favourite counsellor, the glass, 
was so often and so minutely consulted 
that the clock announced the eleventh 
hour before madam made her appear- 
ance. The arrangement of the family 
plate, the display of the best china, 
and a variety of other matters, made it 
near one hour before we arose from 


breakfast. 
( To be concluded in our next.) 
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THE LOOKING GLASS. 
A tale of Former Times. 
(Continued from page 18.) 

The gentleman rose, and conducting 
the parson up one flight of stairs to the 
door, left him, and returned to the com- 
pany. Sguintum, who had read Agrip- 
pa on Occult Philosophy, first repeated 
certain mysterious words, which had 
more virtue in them, than was to be 
found in all the village besides, and then 
solemnly put forth his hand and open- 
ed the door; but was so terrified, (for 
his reverence saw manifold) with the 
host of chimeras that glared before his 
eyes, though only so many reflections 
of his own frightful image in the glass, 
that without staying to shut the door, 
he came thundering down stairs, aver- 
ring that he had seen a legion of devils, 
in ten thousand hideous shapes, and one 
in particular like a camel, with the head 
of an elephant, and a proboscis, probably 
meaning his own, at least some yards 
long; protesting that he plainly distin- 
guished Apo'yon, Beelzebub, Belial 
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and Mammon, the demons of murde; 
) 

pride, lust and covetousness. 
Zounds, cries ’squire Gutling, a par. 


son and afraid of the devil! He spake 


and rising, shewed a huge round belly, 
which very much resembled what } 
really was, an immense hogshead of jj. 
guor, andhaving gravely stroked it, ree. 
ed half drunk, towards the foot of th 
stair-case, which after many a weary 
puff, and heavy groan, he had almog 
ascended, when, the door being open, 
he was so suddenly scared by the sigh 


| of a most hideous monster indeed, which 


seemed to rise, as he rose, in the glass 
before him, that without any more ado, 
he took the shortest way down stairs, to 
the great peril of his enormous paunch, 
which before was ready to burst with 
punch and pudding, and now came with 
such a vengeance on the floor, that he 
lay groaning and sobbing most lament- 
ably, while the big drops of sweat ra 
from every pore in his face, like water 
down a pane of glass during a thunder 
shower. His host at length coming to 
his assistance, the crest-fallen ‘squire 
grasped and held him by the legs, im- 
ploring him to order the servants to 
shut the door, or the monster would 
certainly overtake and devour him in2 
few moments. Being assured that it 
was chained and could not break loose, 
he consented to let the servants raise 
his battered bones from the ground, and 
reconduct him to his seat, which he had 
no sooner gained, than he burst into 4 
fit of rage at the parson, averring that 
he had not told the truth, for that he 
saw but one devil, “and enough too,” 
added he, “ for just as [reached the door, 
he rose in the form of a prodigious toad 
as high as asteeple, for he stood on his 
hinder legs, and carried a tremendous 
paunch before him, swollen with poison 


to the size of.a hay stack.” 
( To be continued in our next._) 
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Con... ‘ation. ° 
The life of man on earth is doomed to 
beclouded with various evils. Through- 





out all ranks the afflicted form a consider’ 






























le proportion of the human race ; and 
en they who have a title to be called 
rosperous, are in some periods of their 
fe, obliged to drink from the cup of 
itternesss ‘he christian religion 1s 
articularly entitled to our regard, by 
ccoommodating itself with great tender- 


urder, 


hat jt 


ntters the words of consolation and re- 
ief to mankind, under both their ‘tem- 
poral and spiritual distresses. 


——- + 


MODERN MANNERS. 
Behaviour at Table. 


Men and their wives recently married, 


withigpgling and making love to each other 


-withaget table, shews warm and generous 
at hegmeonstitutions (though we are sorry 
nent-gto say, this matrimonial fondness is get- 


t ranging very much out of fashion.) | 
Let your children make as muc 
oise as possible, particularly if stran- 
pers be present; the more noise the 


ng to 
errier ! 


quire 

im Ifyou have favourite dogs or cats, 
ts tommectthem be at large at dinner time; and 
ouldfMkeep them in such a state of vora- 


iousness, that they may be ready to 
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at it(™run away with the victuals from off your 
ose, macuests’ plates. 

aiscfm When you are summoned from the 
and /crawing room to the dining room, rush 


had Mall together, as the mob used at the pit 
to agmdoor, to see Cooke, the celebrated actor. 
that [Then sit down promiscuously no matter 
t he Mow, so that each gets opposite ‘his fa- 
90,” Mvourite dish. This sometimes occa- 
oor, Msions inconvenience, but that signifies 
oad nothing, provided you gain your 
his @§point. 

ous If you have a party you wish to be 
son Mery friendly to, heap their plates with 


viands, pile upon pile, similar to the 
tower of Babel ; and cram the victuals 
down the people’s throats, like an oath 
administered in a hurry, on a crouded 
court day. Don’t mind their elegant 
observations of “ Indeed, ma’am I can’t 
bear it; I shall be quite sick,” &c. 
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AND LITERARY MISCELLANY. 





ess to this distressed condition of man- || ©ol! oe 4 ings, co 
: : ; now- 
nd. It is not to be considered merely sation wou ake another turn; their ackno 

3an authoritative system of. precepts., 


[he same voice which.enjoins our duty, 








ON THE STUDY OF NATURE. 
A knowledge cf the history and economy of 
nature, might furnish the ladies with an agree- 
able kind of study, a series of useful observa- 
tions, and experiments in natural philosophy, 
affords a spectacle well worthy the considera- 
tion of a reasonable being. 
If ladies of the first rank would condescend 
to form their taste upon the best authors, and 
collect ideas from their useful writings, conyer- 


ledged merit would banish that swarm of noisy 
illiterate coxcombs, who flutter about them, 
and who endeavour to render them as contempt- 
tble as themselves ; men of sense and learning 
would then be glad of their company. 

The arts in themselves are too amiable to 
need any recommendation All the objects they 
offer toview, have some analogy with women, 
and are, like them, adorned with the brightest 
colours. It surely requires but a small degree 
of attention to be captivated with that wonderful 
harmony which reigns throughout the universe, 
and to be ambitious of investigating its secret 
springs. This is a large volume which is open to 
all; here a pairof beautiful eyes may be employ- 
ed without being tired, this amusement will ban- 
ish languor from-the solitude of the country, 
and repair that waste of intellect which is 
caused by the dissipation of the town. 


——— a > Ge 

Two honést sailors having sauntered into 
Westminster abbey fellin with the tomb of the 
immortal bard, one of whom undertook to pilot 
his shipmate through this sublime passage, 
recorded from his own inimitable pen. 

The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous pa- 
laces, 

The solemn temples, the great globe it- 
self, 

Yea, all who inherit it, shalb dissolve ; 

And like the baseless fabrick of a vision, 

Leave not a wreck behind ! 

Our honest tar, not so well understanding 
poetry as to reefa mainsail, characteristically 
construed it thus : 

The Cloud, captain Towers, St. George’s 
palaces, 

Solomon’s temple, the great globe itself, 
vea, 

All who are in it, he shall dissolve ; 

And like the brazen face of a wizzard, 

Leave not a wretch behind ! 

Turning to his companion, in amaze, he ex- 
claimed, Zounds, Jack, what a terrible fellow 
he must be! 

Cie nme 
SINGULAR INSCRIPTION. 

Shaveing done at a penny each—Hare curl- 
ed and powdered into the bargin—Olso Reding 
Riting and spellin taut accordding to the rules 
of gramar Cear takin of their morals at 6d a 


} week. N. B. Godfrey’s Cordial, Rud rutes, 


Rud herens, Potatos sassages and other gardin 
stuff to be sold by there umble servant. 
James Gruby 








cir nnainnad 
e. vee a Se 24 
> —_ e aa 
— ee 
se - i, Wad 
pi ee 


ae 


a 


es 


ee, 


— 
cane ai 
SS aee 


gti ae een 
£3 —“s 
thiamin. 


~~ 







































































THE JUVENILE PORT-FOLIO. 


The lustre of the face or mind ? 
Beauty, at some future day, 

Must surely dwindle to decay: 

And all its energy and fire, 9) 
Ignobly perish and expire ; 

Low levelled with the humble slave, 
Alike must moulder in the grave. 

But inborn excellence secure, 

Shall brave the storm and still endure ; 
Time’s self subduing arm defy, 

And live when nature’s self shall die ; 





THE WINTER MORNING. 
(By Malachi Meldrum, Esq.) } 
Ir’s cauld—it’s dark—thro’ the dead waste 
Yon starn, sae red an’ sma, 
Presses its dead-encumber’d beam, 


— 





To perish in the’sna’. Shall stand unhurt amidst the blast, IS 
O na! the little ember sinks And longer than the world shall last. 0. 
In the deep gloomy cloud ; ne iS 


And loud and sair the angry blast THE SUICIDE. 
Soughs thro’ the rockin’ wood. To yonder dreary, craggy steep, 
Oh! Oh! it’s mirk—The furious storm | Where nought but deadly reptiles creep, 
Roars roun’ the hill sae high : Alone he pensive strays ; 
And black, and awfu’, on the earth, Or in some dark and gloomy dell, 





Sits down the laiden sky. Where witches chaunt the songs of hell, py 
The snawy flakes, braid on the blast, He thinks of former days. nen 
Oppress its ruthless way Oft in the silent tow’ring grove, end 
My trembling limbs are chill’d wi’ cauld— Where once he’d vow’d eternal love, “Ge 
Whare art thou, lingerin’ day! For her his heart admir’d. 
It’s dreadfu’—Yon’s the gowden cock; With pallid cheek and downcast eye, Pw 
He bodes the coming light; He to the chill blast breathes a sigh m) 


From mortal ken retir’d. 
I saw him trace the winding stream, 
And listen to the night owls scream, 

By misery opprest, 
His dark eyes roli’d with frantic rage ; 
Alas! he cry’d can death assuage, 

The torments of my breast? 
I saw his wide extended arm— 
His hand contain’d the fatal charm, 

To lull his vital breath . 
With joy he view’d the poison’d draught, 
And as he sipp’d its dregs, he laugh’d 

To scorn the pangs of death. 

——— > @oees 
ON A SLEEPING DAUGHTER. 

Much lov’d infant, lull’d to rest, 
‘| By a mother’s blessings blest ; 
Be thy slumbers soft and mild, 


Sae loud he screams his weary yell, 
To the departing night! 

Thro’ yon dark parting cloud, the east 
Blinks in its feeble ray ; 

Sickly it wanders o’er the gloom, 
A waefu’ hope o’ day. 

Sickly it wanders o’er the waste, | 
Whare airy spirits play : 

O let them linger—drear’s their bed ; 
O could we want the day ! 


GLossary, — Starn, Star—Sma, Small.— 
Sna’, Snow.—Na, No.—Sair, Sore.—Soughs, 
The soft whispering noise of the wind among 
trees.—Rockin, Rocking.—Mirk, Very dark.— 
Gowden, Golden. 





> ire 
ADDRESS 10 LOVE. 

O love ! thou source of each delight, 

Which mortal bosoms know, 
What raptures live within thy sight ! 

From thee what transports flow ! 
And yet, too oft the potent dart 

From thee envenom’d flies ! 
Too often, from a tender heart, . 

The wretched lover dies. 
Thus, with my Delia’s presence blest, 

I feel an anxious care; 
And sighing, seek in vain for rest, 

When absent from the fair. 
Yet, from thy soul-encircling chain 

May I be never free ! 
But always bear thy pleasing pain, 

Thy blissful agony ! 

ES (eee as 
BEAUTY AND VIRTUE—A Contrast. 

Where does beauty chiefly lie, 
In the heart or in the eye ? 
Which doth yield us greatest pleasure, 
Uutward charms or inward treasure ? 
Which with firmest links doth bind, 


Sleep of cares and pain beguil’d ; 
Till the rising rosy morn, 

Sowing pearls shall earth adorn ; 
Then amid parental bow’rs, 
Sportive, playful pass thy hours; 
Whilst a mother’s constant care, 
Shields, protects her darling fair. 
Ah! this bosom how it beats ! 
Lo! the circling moment fleets ; 
Rapid flies the passing hour, 
Leading on to Hymen’s bow’r ; | 
Care and pains will then intrude, a 
These the portion of the good. 
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When men of infamy to grandeur soar, 
They light atorch to shew their shame the mo 
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